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Synopsis

For almost 20 years, Sears, Roebuck and Company purveyed the materials for complete
prefabricated houses, providing thousands of Americans with attractive and comfortable low-cost
dwellings. Many of these homes are still a common feature in cities and towns across America.The
present volume, a meticulous reproduction of a rare Sears, Roebuck catalog of 1926, provides a
thorough, accurate record of the company’s "Honor Bilt Modern Homes." Over 300 photographs and
illustrations, with full descriptions, offer views of 86 different houses and cottages of widely varying
sizes and designs. Readers may recognize familiar architectural styles in designs such as the cozy
six-room "Homewood" bungalow or the elegant "Lexington," a nine-room, green-shuttered colonial.
Also shown are several room interiors for each of 14 homes, along with photographs and plans for
nine garages and a hunter’s cabin. In addition to visual documentation, the catalog provides
extensive, detailed construction information, ranging from the grade of exterior siding to the type of
wood used for flooring, windows, and trim.An invaluable primary source illustrated for anyone
engaged in the study, authentication, or restoration of antique homes or furnishings, this period
catalog will also be of special value to architectural and social historians, Americana enthusiasts,

and general readers.
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Customer Reviews

For the architect, artist or historian, this unabridged reprint of the actual 1926 Catalog of Houses

from Sears and Roebuck is a very absorbing read. The student of architecture will note the



simplicity of the home in 1926. The absence of a "family room", and a limited number of small
bedrooms in most designs, will cause one to imagine that families must have spent considerable
time together in the common areas of the home. There seemed to be no need for a separate room,
where other activites could be carried on, while mother and father talked with their guests in the
living room. There are also fewer rooms designated for specific tasks, such as an office, den,
laundry room or even bathrooms in some cases. For the artist or illustrator, it provides an excellent
source of information dealing with home sizes and historically correct drawings. When dealing with
the illustration of period homes, this is an excellent choice for reference material. Included with each
home is a full floor plan, from which one can deterimine if the size is appropriate for the family who
will live in it, and a beautiful rendering of the exterior. Historians will appreciate the detailed quality of
this reprinted catalog. There are many details which reflect the lifestyle in the early 20th century
including lighting, heating and even the kitchen sink! You can now drive down the streets of the old
part of town, knowing what was originally included in these homes of yesteryear - and maybe find
one that was ordered from this very catalog. An excellent read, this reprint makes it fun to become
immersed in the earlier part of this century. Becoming aware of the things that were important to
families at that time, one can be more in touch with how our parents and grandparents might have

lived.

You won't find any houses in this book that are not already included in "Houses by Mail", but this
Dover reprint of an original 1926 Sears Catalogue of Houses is an interesting read.lt gives more
complete information about the old houses and their blueprints, and also has a detailed listing of
hardware, with excellent photos, which goes a long way in helping identify Sears Homes.It's a big
book - about 8 x 11, and the information is much easier to read than the half-sized "Houses by
Mail."Personally, | own a couple copies of this book and frequently recommend it at my

lectures.Roseauthor, The Houses That Sears Built

Includes detailed floor plans, original advertising, prices & financing info and very 1920s style
descriptions from the cataolgue. Sitting down with the book is like sitting down with the actual
catalogue. There’s no extraneous commentary, aside from a publisher’s note.l especially
recommend it to fellow early 20th century history buffs. Sim-lovers like me might appreciate the
excellent conscise plans to follow (bubble machine room not included).lt makes me wish *I* could
order one of these "Honor Built Houses." There’s even an order form. One fun thing to take note of

is how many floor plans do *not* include a bathroom. Although they do offer outhouses ;)



As a recent purchaser of a Sears Honor Bilt home, this book has been very interesting and useful. It
initially helped me to prove to myself that my house was a kit home, and has further assisted in
returning the home to its orginal condition. If you live in a part of the ocuntry with some remaing
1910-1940 houses, you may be surprised how many of them are Sears homes. After spending
many hours lookig through this book, | now notice Sears houses a lot more as | am out and about.
Whether you are a potential Sears home owner or just soeone who appreciates the beauty and

quality of older homes that seems to be missing from those we build today, this is a great book.

If you are interested in homes that were built between 70 and 80 years ago, then you need this
book. Imagine yourself as a young married person from the twenty’s looking to build your first house
-- the first place you might look is the Sears catalog. All you would need to do is buy the lot and lay
the foundation. Sears sends everything else! The designs of these houses makes you wonder "why

do people need such huge houses today?" This book is a must for anyone who loves old houses.

A Trip Down Memory Lane by Proxy! A major component to Americana is unfolded as you flip thru
these pages. Imagine the excitement and dreams this catalog originally inspired during the early/mid
1900’s as people embarked on their own respective vision of their American Dream! Today, the
inspiration and magical fun continues as you may stroll thru your own community and discover
these homes standing prominent and proud today! Each home, no matter what design or floor plan,
yesteryear and today, was once someone’s dream...whether designed uniquely to their own
specifications, or purchased thru a catalog and delivered via boxcar and self constructed. How
refreshing to see a catalog preserving the early inspirations of home ownership. BILL Latrany, [...]J///

Coldwell Banker Hunter Realty.

| lived in a Sears house from 1912 in Bishop GA. Other than the neighbors, we loved living in this
house. We made friends with a great squirrel we named Tink. The house had a great front porch
and a bed room off the living room, the sunny dining room and the third off the kitchen which was
large. The house originally did not have a bath but it had been renovated. The back porch was
converted to a small bath with closets and then later extended to include a large laundry room and
another small bath. A back deck was added. Huge attic.So | bought this book to find the model. |

found several like it. Would love to build a new one. Enjoyed it.
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